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Byzantium into a new city, and it has ever since
been known as Constantinople, or the " city of Con-
stantine."

We can nearly always tell from the names of
places something of their history. If we think of
the names of some of our English towns, we notice
that many of them end in the same way. There
are several whose names begin or end in don, like
London itself. Many others end in caster or Chester,
ham, by, borough or burgh.

We may be sure that most of the places whose
names begin or end in don were already important
places in the time before the Britons were con-
quered by the Romans. The Britons were divided
into tribes, and lived in villages scattered over the
land; but each tribe had its little fortress or
stronghold, the " dun," as it was caEed, with
walls and ditches round it, in which all the people
of the tribe could take shelter if attacked by a
strong enemy. And so the name of London takes
us back to the time when this greatest city of the
modern world, spreading into four counties, and as
big as a county itself, with its marvellous buildings,
old and new, and its immense traffic, was but a
British fort into which scantily-clothed people fled
from their huts at the approach of an enemy.

But the British showed themselves wise enough
in their choice of places to build their duns, which,
as in the case of London, often became centres of
new towns, which grew larger and larger through